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Survey from 2013:
46% of US citizens found
individuals with mental
health illnesses more
dangerous than the
general population

To determine “what are the perceived motivators for gun violence in a college

population?”

Objectives

College students were asked about their beliefs of reasons for gun violence. We
hypothesized that mental health would be the primary motivator for gun

violence. Additionally, our study reviewed the recommendations put forth by college
students concerning the legislation surrounding gun control.

UCSan Diego

Herbert Wertheim
School of Public Health and
Human Longevity Science

Background

e The prevalence of firearm related
incidents has been steadily rising in
recent years, justifying the
acknowledgment of gun violence as a
significant public health concern.

e Currently, anyone who is 18 years or
older can legally purchase and possess a
gun with only a few restrictions under
federal laws.’

e In 2022 alone, the United States had 647
mass shootings, and approximately 80
mass shootings had been reported last
year.

e In the United States, poor mental health
is seen as the biggest motivator of gun
violence as portrayed by the public,
media, politicians.?

Results

The results support our hypothesis on college
students perceiving poor mental health as a
primary motive for gun violence.The outcomes
of our survey show convincing evidence of what
is found to be the principal issues associated
with mass shootings in the United States by the
college population.

Based on the overall demographic responses,
we found:
77% were aged 18-23

49.6% were females
® 51.5% identified themselves as
White/Caucasian background

Methods

e To investigate what college students identify
as the most important motivators of gun
violence, we performed a cross-sectional
survey administered online via Qualtrics.

e The survey consisted of demographics
questions as well as multiple-choice,
ranking, and short-answer responses
regarding motivations for gun violence. We
also elicited short responses on suggested
interventions for effective gun control.

e The survey was distributed in a time frame of
two weeks by publicizing it on social media
platforms (Instagram, Facebook, Reddit, etc.)
for UCSD students and other university
campuses to participate. Total responses
received: N=351
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17.5%

MENTAL HEALTH

Mental health was identified
by 17.3% of participants as
a perceived motivator
contributing to gun violence
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NO Gl needed
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Longer wait periods
ACCESS TO FIRE ARMS

Security enforcement

Stricter penalties of
misuse

Access to firearms was
identified by 15.2% of
participants as a perceived
motivator contributing to gun
violence
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Conclusion & Policy
Implications

e ‘Mental health’ was the most voted
motivator of gun violence; with ‘access to
firearms’ and ‘revenge’ following as the
second motivators.

e Surveyors were asked what government
intervention should be implied to combat
gun violence. The results support our
hypothesis on college students perceiving
mental health as a primary motive for gun
violence.

o The outcomes of our survey show
convincing evidence of what is found to be
the principal issue associated with mass
shootings in the United States by the
college population and how it should be
dealt.

e Policymakers should focus on correcting
mental health issues of certain individuals.
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