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To examine the correlation between secularization and 
women who obtain prenatal health services to 
determine the link between maternal mortality rates 
and religion.

Study Objective
• Correlation between secularization and maternal 

mortality is -0.39
• Correlation between secularization and antenatal care 

is 0.22
• Means and Standard Deviations:
• For maternal mortality is 56.5 per 100,000 live 

births/ SD=126.31
• 83.15 percent of mothers receive at least four 

visits for antenatal care/ SD=15.43
• 26.57 percent are surveyed to be irreligious/ 

SD=17.15

Methods

• The less secularized the country, the more antenatal 
care is utilized, which leads to higher the maternal 
mortality rates. 

• This prompts the need for a policy execution on a 
national level focusing on countries with the highest 
maternal mortality rates.

• Policy will promote an exponential increase in 
education promotion targeted towards secular 
women who choose to go without prenatal care. 

Conclusions and Policy Implementation

• Used pre-existing datasets to conduct a cross-
sectional study

• Datasets were focused on or near the year 2017, but 
ranged as early as 1999-2018 

• Total of 69 countries
• Several countries met the criteria for all three study 

points: prenatal care access, maternal mortality rates, 
and religion/irreligion practice percentages in those 
countries. 

• Quantitative correlation between the variables to 
depict if there is a notable association related to 
secularization affecting women's desire to seek 
prenatal care and if the desire to access or not access 
antenatal care due to secularization affected maternal 
mortality rates.

Results
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